
CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES SUBCOMMITTEE 

OF THE SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Monday, July 13, 2020 at 1:00 p.m. 

Electronic Meeting 

Draft Agenda 

 

 

I. Call to Order – Rich Meyers, Controlled Substances Subcommittee Chair 

 

II. Adoption of Agenda 

 

III. Discussion of Validations  

 

 Cannabis 4-Aminophenol Chemical Test Method Validation – The validation 

summary for the 4-aminophenol (4-AP) chemical test to evaluate cannabis plant 

material. [File name: Cannabis 4-AP Chemical Test Method Validation] 

 

 Semi-Quantitative Analysis of Total Δ9-Tetrahyrocannabinol (THC) using Gas 

Chromatography-Flame Ionization Detection (GC-FID) Method Validation – The 

validation summary for the semi-quantitative GC-FID analysis of THC in plant 

material using a THC standard threshold. [File name: GC-FID-MS Semi-quant for 

THC Method Validation] 

 

 Semi-Quantitative Analysis of Total THC in Alternative Matrices using GC-FID 

Validation Plan – The validation plan for the validation of alternative matrices 

using the previously validated GC-FID semi-quantitative method. [File name: 

Validation Plan - Alternative Cannabis Matrices using Semi-quant] 

 

 Cannabis Plant Material Drying and Decarboxylation Study Plan – This plan is 

intended to assess cannabis plant material drying procedures and the 

decarboxylation of tetrahydrocannabinolic acid (THCA) to THC for the 

quantitative analysis total THC content. [File name: Method Development Plan - 

Desiccation and Decarboxylation] 

 

IV. Discussion of Methods in Development  

 

 Quantitative analysis of THC, THCA, and cannabidiol (CBD), using high 

performance liquid chromatography (HPLC) – This method is intended for the 

quantitative analysis of cannabinoids in plant material samples to differentiate 

between hemp and marijuana.  

 

 Quantitative analysis of THC, THCA, and CBD, using GC-FID – This method is 

intended for the quantitative analysis of cannabinoids in plant material samples to 

differentiate between hemp and marijuana.  

 



 - 2 - 

 Confirmation of THCA using tandem mass spectrometry – This method is 

intended to confirm THCA in plant material samples. Tandem mass spectrometry 

for the confirmation of THCA that was previously quantitatively identified using 

HPLC.  

 

V. Public Comment, if any 

 

VI. Adjourn 

 

Public Participation Information: 
 

Members of the public may attend the meeting via the Google Meet platform using the link 

below or by calling to join the audio conference using the number and PIN provided below. A 

transcript or recording of the meeting will be posted on the Department of Forensic Science’s 

website once it is available.  

 

Join meeting via Google Meet using the following link:  meet.google.com/wqh-uerf-jhn   

 

To join the audio conference only, call using the number below and enter the following PIN:  

 

Meeting Phone Number:  (US) 0177-605-+1 573  

 

Meeting PIN:  205 284 894# 

 

Should any interruption of the broadcast of this meeting occur, please call (804) 786-2281 or 

email Jennifer.taylor@dfs.virginia.gov to notify the agency. Any interruption in the broadcast of 

the meeting shall result in the suspension of action at the meeting until repairs are made and 

public access is restored.  

 

FOIA Council Electronic Meetings Public Comment form for submitting feedback on this 

electronic meeting may be accessed at:   

http://foiacouncil.dls.virginia.gov/sample%20letters/welcome.htm  
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